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‘Extracts from the reports read at the 5th quarterly 
meeting of the officers and committee, together with 
the superintendents and teachers of the N. Y. Sun- 
day School Union Society. 


_ Extract first--“ We have likewise the pleasure of 
stating that three or four scholars have been 
brought, we trust, to know by sweet experience 
“what it is to be “born again.” They have been 
baptized, and have become members of the Baptist 
— in Mulberry-street. Two of them have also 
“become teachers. 7 

“On Sabbath afternoon, the 6th instant, we ad- 
journed to school-room, No. 12, where, agreeably to 
appointment, a very impressive and instructive ser- 
mon was delivered to the children, and those of their 
parents and friends who attended, and to the colour- 
ed men and boys, from the 34th psalm, 11 verse :— 
“Come ye children, hearken unto me: I will teach 
you the fear of the Lord.” We were much gratified 
to see the children, and others present, pay so much 
atiention, and trust that Mr. P. was the honoured ins« — 
strument of deing much good.” 

Extract second.——‘* The inconvenience of the 
room in which the school has hitherto been held, 
from its contracted size, and want of suitable ac- 
commodations, has prevented the adoption of mea- 
ures for increasing the number of scholars. A new 
school-room is, however, about to be erected on the 
Chureh ground, (Dutch Church. at Greenwich.) 

Yor, f. I 
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which will afford a remedy for the evils that have 
hitherto impeded the growth of the school.” 


Extract third. ‘‘ It affords us much pleasurete 


perceive a general improvement, both in their moral- 
ity andlearning. Some instances of remarkable me- 
mory and improvement have appeared: we have 
known some to commit to memory 23 and 24 of W atts’ 
divine songs in the course of one week.” 

Extract fourth.——* At the early part of the quar- 
ter the children were directed to commence commit- 
ing to memory St. John’s Gospel. Several of them 
have progressed as far as the seventh and eighth, and 
some to the eleventh chapter, making an average of 
from forty to sixty verses which they have repeated 
to their teachers each sabbath. 

** They have still to bear testimony to the good ef- 
fect of having the school addressed once a month by 
a clergyman, as the best mode of enforcing the in- 
structions they endeavour to inculcate. 

** A considerable number of parents continue to 
attend on these occasions, and they are not without a 
hope that it may be attended with a blessing to 
them. They would also add their acknowledg- 
ments for the assistance and encouragement they con- 
tinue to receive from the visiting committee.” 

Extract fifth.——_—“ It is, no doubt, well re- 
membered that in their last quarterly report they 
spoke of the visible manifestations of the spirit of God, 
among both teachers and children. Although they 
do not, at this time, behold so many imstances of this 
work as formerly, yet it may be satisfactory to you to 
hear the effect of divine grace in the‘hearts of 
many. 

*‘ They have ascertained that there have, at least, 
twelve teachers become the happy partakers of the 
Divine favour; and others still labouring under a 
weight of their sins. Perhaps more than,twenty chil- 
dren have professed to experience a happy change— 
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a part of whose lives and walk they behold, with plea- 

sure. ornamenting the cause they profess.” 

Extract sizith.——“ The scholars who attended “to 
receive instruction did not exceed sixteen in number, 
viz. eight boys and eight girls; the school was evi- 
dently in a declining state, and had had little better 
than a name to live. It was judged expedient to 
adopt speedy measures for its revival ; and a commit- 
tee of the superintendents, during the week, appro- 
priated a portion of their time in visiting the neigh- 
bourhood, communicating, from house to house, the 
information that instruction would be freely and gra- 
tuitously afforded to all who would attend. On the 
succeeding sabbath the superintendents were grati- 
fied on finding that their efforts had not been in vain; 
and notwithstanding a school had been collected with 
great industry during the week, in the immediate vici- 
nity, the number who came forward, on the second 
sabbath, amounted to fifty-four, including youth of 
both sexes.” 

The 6th Quarterly meeting was held on Thursday 
the 17th July, at the Lecture Room of the Brick 
Church, Beekman street. Reports were received 
from Schools No. 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 12, 
14, 15, 18, 20, from which are the following 
extracts. 

Extract first. ‘¢ But this number we hope soon to 
be able largely to increase, by adopting, and reducing 
to practice, acéording to its spirit, the system of visit- 
ing recently recommended, which, in our opinion, is 
calculated to produce the most salutary effects. 

“‘ Although we have but few interesting incidents to 
relate, we would beg leave to observe, that the pro- 
gress in learning, and the obvious improvement in the 
external conduct of several of our scholars ;—to- 
gether with the awakening of one of them, (a colour- 
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éd adult) to a serious engigeduess in attending to 
religious duties ; are circumstances which call for 
our thankfulness and renewed zeal in this labour of 
love, so highly important to the present and future 
welfare of many of our sinful race—And we would 
view these as tokens of the Divine blessing on our ef- 
forts, and as encouragements to unremitted perse- 
verance.” 

Extract second. ‘* Of late we find our number to 
be increasing; probably, owing to the exertions of 
our visiting committee, and the visits made by the 
instructors to their respective scholars, and without 
those exertious, we think our school would soon 
dwindle into insignificance.” 

Extract third. —* Visiting by the teachers has been 
found very useful, and those who attend regularly to 
this duty, seldom have reason to complain of their 
classes being deficient; they ‘th. teachers) have al- 
ways been treated with the utmost respect by the pa- 
rents, and in many instances have received warm 
thanks for their care and attention.” 

Extraet fourth.—‘“‘ The committee have for a few 
weeks been in the practice of meeting the scholars 
one evening in a week with their parents or friends, 
that they might become acquainted with the persons 
who have the care of their pupils durmg the week, 
and also to engage the attention of the parents to as- 
sist in promoting the general object.—This seems to 
have had a good effect.”’ 

Extract fifth._—*‘ Meetings of the teachers we 
deem indispensable to the existence of Sunday Schools, 
and therefore they have been held oncea week, for 
the purpose of religious improvements.” 

** We believe the interest of Sunday Schools re- 
quires that the same persons should actas superin- 
tendants as long a time as possible without any 
change ; by this means they become better acquaint- 
ed with the routine of their duty,and can perform it 
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snore advantageously.—The same remark will apply 
with equal truth to the teachers.” 

‘¢‘ Assembling the scholars with their parents and 
friends at stated times, in the School room, for prayer, 
praise, and exhortation, has a tendency to solemnize 
the minds of the children, awaken the parents, and 
increase the teacher’s zeal,in this work, which we 
confidently hope and trust is the Lord’s.” 

‘‘The corporation of our church (St. George’s) 
have commenced a building on a large and commo- 
dious plan, specially for the use ofmale and female 
Schools connected with the church: we may there- 
fore expect every advantage which can arise from 
being accommodated with a convenient School house 
free of expense.” 

‘‘The principal part of the dismissions were 
for nonattendance. Many were induced to enter 
the School with a view of getting clothing, and when 
it was obtained, left the School to practice the same. 
deception upon others.” 

‘The last Sunday in May we were much en- 
couraged by a visit from our pastor, accompamed by 
a number of divines and other gentlemen who were 
attending the convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
church. On this occasion the Ferale School of St. 
George’schurch assembled with our School, and many 
of the parents and friends of the children of both, at- 
tended. Francis S. Key, Esq. of Maryland, address- 
ed the assembly in the most impressive and affecting 
manner, and.was followed by two clergymen from 
Virginia. These addresses have had the best effects 
on teachers, and scholars, and reanimated our exer- 
tions in visiting.” 

‘*‘ We mentioned in our last report the formation of 
the “‘ Men’s Class ;’ we are now happy to bare wit- 
ness to the utility of teaching adults by themselves. 
We have about thirty coloured adults, amd hope 
shortly to form them into a third division, and have 
the regular gradation of classes therein.” 

I2 
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** Many of the men have been deeply impressed with 
their sinfulness, and desired to be instructed in the 
way that leads to eternal life, and have requested that 
prayer meetings might be held at their houses, 
which has been complied with. About a month ago 
we opened a subscription book, in which each scholar 
entered his name as a subscriber for the Bible, Tes- 
tament, Prayer book, Hymn or Spelling book, 
which were valued at the Society’s prices.—We have 
allowed them to subscribe in tickets according to 
their valuation, or in money, however small the 
sum, and when the specified amount has been thus 
paid, the books have been delivered to them publick- - 
ly witha short address from the Rector of the church, 
orone of the superintendents. The boys have been 
very much pleased with this, and it has the effect of 
making them more anxious to obtain tickets for punc- 
tual attendance, and good behaviour, since a specific 
value has been given them; and as the tickets are 
continually redeemed and placed to these accounts, a 
saving of them is produced, and a much less number 
kept in circulation. The books thus obtained, are 
more valuable in their estimation, than if gratuitous- 
ly received. It encourages a habit of saving, and 
attaches them to the school. The money thus col- 
lected, will be handed to the different institutions 
from which the books are received.” 

“ The superintendent’s class book, which shows the 
attendance of the teachers, or the cause of their ab- 
sence, the number of scholars present in each class, 
with o her remarks, we have found useful,” 

“\tSe have likewise mentioned our “ Visiting 
“Books :?’ we are satisfied with their utility. They 
are used by the visitors to call upon ‘the absentees 
the previous Sunday, and are not inten4ed tosupply 
the place of visiting by the teacher , which we con- 
sider the only means by which a sciiwvi can be kept 
together. At the time appointed for religious in- 
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struction the school is divided into six sections, and 
the oldest teachers appointed to this most important 
duty.”’ 

‘ They have great cause of thankfulness in being 
able to mention that in several instances the teachers 
in visiting the parents of their scholars, have been 
much encouraged in finding them so highly interest- 
ed in theirown welfare, and that of their children, as 
to desire those visits might often be repeated. Some 
are under serious impressions, and are willing to be 
instructed in the great truths of the gospel. While 
the teachers have been exhorting the children to 
the performance of their duty, parents have sealed 
these instructions by tears of gratitude.” 

Extract Sixth.—‘‘ Since our last we have had 
several sermons preached to the school, the solemnity 
and attention manifested on these occasions leads us 
to hope that they- have not been in vain in the Lerd.” 

Extract Seventh.—‘ They have received religious 
lectures from their teachers and monthly from the pas- 
tor who presides over the congregation to which this 
school is attached, and they humbly hope they have 
been sowing the seed which in due time may spring 
up and reward them for their labours. The pupils 
have improved in their morals and deportment towards 
each other—better application to their books, and 
more affection and respect for those who have charge 
over them—and it is with much pleasure the commit- 
tee add, that while some of their number have been 
edeavouring to instruct others in the way which leads 
to life everlasting, they have themselves become hopc- 
fully pious.” 

| —= 4 
NEW SCHOOLS. 


New- Haven. 
On Tuesday the 8th of July a society was formed in 
this city for the purpose of promoting sabbath schools. 
A general invitation was previously given in the pub- 
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4 
lic prints to those who were friendly to such an insti- 
tution, ofall denominations, to unite in this benevolent 
work; and we are happy to state, that members from 
each of the Congregational, the Baptist, and Method- 
ist Societies, have cordially and harmoniously enlisted 
in this work of love. 

The following officers were elected for the ensuing 

ear: 
! Hon. James Hillhouse, President ; Hon. Simeon 
Baldwin, Vice-President ; 8S. J. Hitchcock, Esq. Se- 
cretary ; Mr. Charles Bostwick, Treasurer ; Stephen 
Twining, Esq. Deacon Charles Bostwick, Rev. Hen- 
ry Lines, Mr. Isaac Gilbert, Doct. Jonathan Knight, 
Directors. 

The ladies of New-Haven, whose philanthropy has 
called this institution into existence, have the power of 
electing their own officers and making their own ar- 
rangements, while they co-operate aad constitute an 
important part of this society. 

[ Religious Intelligencer. 


Extract of a letter from a gentleman in Baltimore to 
his friend in this city, dated 17th June, 1817. 

‘¢ Dear Sin—On my return from a short excursion 
in the country, I had the pleasure to receive your very 
friendly letter of the 5th inst. 

‘**] feel under many obligations for your prompt at- 
tention to my requests respecting the Sunday School 
books. Until we receive them we shall continue to 
labour under some inconveniences, in our infant insti- 
tution; but, notwithstanding these, we have every 
reason to be encouraged in our work, not only from 
the cenviction of its being a laudable undertaking— 
but from the positive good that has already resulted 
from it. Our feeble exertions have been crowned and 
blessed far beyond our most sanguine expectations, 
and infinitely above their deserts; but itis the Lord’s 
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ywn work, and how can it do otherwise than prosper 
in his hands ?—*‘ not unto us, but unto thy great name 
be the praise.” 

«« We have been in operation but three sabbaths, 
and ourscholars amount to52. They generally appear 
anxious to acquire knowledge, and several of their 
parents have expressed their pleasure at having an 
opportunity of sending their children to such an insti- 
tution. Amore general interest is beginning to mani- 
fest itselfin favour of Sunday schools, not only among 
Christians but those who make no profession of reli- 
gion. Thesubject has been taken into consideration 
ty nearly every congregation in the city, and all 
seem anxious to take an active part in the great cause 
of truth and knowledge. 

“ Trifling as has been my experience in this labour 
of love, I trust I have already experienced its good 
effects upon my heart; and, as I believe the advan- 
tages of a Sunday school are indeed reciprocal, I hope 
that as I progress in the path on which I have entered, 
the same gracious encouragements, which you have 
received, will be afforded me.” 


Extract of a letter from Schenectady, to the Secretary of 
the NV. Y. Sunday School Society, dated June 144 1817. 

*‘We wish to know what elementary books you 
employ in teaching those who are ignorant of the ru- 
diments of knowledge—what plan you adopt with 
those who are more advanced--what incitements to 
industry you apply—by what general principles your 
distribution of premiums is regulated—whether you 
find it practicable to take all your scholars to church 
on the sabbath—and any other particulars which 
may occur to you as useful in the direction of such 
aN institution. 

“Our association embraces much of the intelli- 
gence, benevolent enterprize, and piety of the city: 
It has before it an extended field for exertion; but, 
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not having had experience in the management of 
such an institution, its members wish to avail them- 
selves of the improvements which your valuable in- 
stitution may have atiamed. We should, therefore, 
feel grateful for any practical information, in your 
power to communicate, relative to the ordinary man- 
agement of your schools, or the general operations of 
your society.” 
eas 

CASTLETOWN (STATEN-ISLAND) SUNDAY SCHOOL. 

Agreeable to the recommendation of the Richmond 
County Moral Society, an attempt was made on the 
sabbath of the 8th June to commence a Sunday school 
in this town: about forty children of both sexes were 
collected together, and taught. Thesabbath follow- 
ing, owing to a heavy storm of rain, but few chil- 
dren appeared; but on sabbath, the 22d inst. it was 
gratifying to see the school increased to the number 
of ninety-two—and an equal proportion of both sexes, 
among whom were about thirty blacks of both sexes, 
and several adults. 

The school was opened with reading a portion of 
the Holy Scriptures, and prayer; after which, the 
following persons were appointed a committee to at- 
tend t ae general welfare of the school :— 

RicEard 8. Carey, Esq. Benjamin Simonson, Esq. 
George Metcalfe, Esq. Rev. Mr. Randolph, Captain 
John Gore, Daniel Munroe, Garritt Fountain, and 
William S. Root, of New-York ; 

And the following gentlemen appointed, particu- 
larly to superintend the school—each to be present 
in their turn, to open and close it, and take the man- 

ement of it for the day :— 

Richard 8. Carey, Esq. Benjamin Simonson, Esq. 
Capt. John Gore, Daniel Munroe, and William S. 
Root, of New-York. 

Several teachers, from among the ladies aad gen- 
tlemen present, came forward and offered their 
services. 
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By the generous donation of books and lessons from 
the New-York Sunday School Union Society, the 
Sohool was amply supplied with materials for teach- 
ine: the children were attentive and desirous of learn- 
ing, and it was peculiarly gratifying to see what eager- 
ness the blacks mamifested to learn the wonderful 
and mysterious art of reading. The school was closed 
with singing and prayer. 

We hail the introduction of Sunday Schools on the 
Island, as an important event, intimately connected 
with the spiritual and temporal welfare of the rising 

neration ; and we trust it will be made, in the hand 
of God, the instrument of the salvation of many souls, 
and that the instruction given the learners, from time 
to time, although administered with much weakness, 
may become, as the grain of mustard seed, a tree to 
the praise and glory of our God and Saviour. = 

34 


CIRCULAR 
To the Teachers of the New-York Sunday School 
Union Society, on the sulyect of visiting their scholars. 


Sirn—At a meeting of the superintendents and 
teachers of the New-York Sunday School Union So- 
ciety, held at Harmony-Hall, on Wednesday evening 
the 28th May, 1817, the following resolutions were in- 
troduced, and unanimously adopted, viz. 

Resolved, That this meeting recommend to the 
teachers connected with this Union, to commence im- 
mediately to visit the scholars of their respective class- 
es, beginning at the head scholar, and visiting one 
each week. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to each school 
to hold weekly meetings of such superintendents and 
teachers as can attend, to receive reports of visits, to 
unite in prayer, and to consult on the best means of 
promoting the objects of the institution, and to make 
a report to the monthly meetings of every thing tha’ 
may be thought interestine. 
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Whereupon a committee of five persons were ap- 
pointed to draw up a plan for visiting, and to address 
a cireular to each teacher on the subject. 

The above resolutions were unanimously passed at 
the largest meeting of superintendents and teachers 
which has been held in our city. The committee, af- 
ter a full examination of the subject, feel confident 
that they are calculated to result in the happiest con- 
sequences to the institution with which we are con- 
nected. Deeply impressed with this sentiment, they 
most cheerfully embrace the opportunity with which 
they are furnished by their appointment, to urge upon 
you the importance of carrying them into immediate 
execution. 

It will not be questioned that much depends on the 
interest which the superintendents and teachers feel 
in those committed to their care. This interest can- 
not be excited in any way so effectually as by follow- 
ing the children from the school to their own habita- 
tions, and viewing them in all the relations which 
they sustain as the members of a family, as the chil- 
dren of parents who are either ignorant, idle, and vi- 
cious, or, on the contrary, sober, industrious, and pi- 
ous. As many of the children who attend the schools 
are deprived of the blessings of pious parents, you, 
as their teacher, must sustain towards them this rela- 
tion. That your instructions may be blessed, you 
must watch over your scholars with the eye of pa- 
rental affection and solicitude. How anxious is the 
pious parent, when a beloved child is known to be 
exposed to temptations! The pious teacher will have 
the same anxiety when he knows the situation of the 
children committed to his care. But to know the dif- 
ficulties with which he has to struggle in pursuing 
the path of virtue and piety, you must see him in his 
dwelling. It is alamentable fact, that, often, all the 
good impressions made on the sabbath are effaced 
during the rest of the week. That instructions may 
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be given, and other measures adopted to prevent this 
evil, the circumstances of the children, particularly 
the manner in which they are treated by their pa- 
rents, must be known. By this means you will be 
able to ascertain the disposition of the parents to- 
wards the school, whether in them you have friends 
on whom you may depend to second your labours, or 
enemies against whose pernicious influence your x- 
ertions are to be directed. In most cases you will 
find them friendly to the school ; in all, civil and res- 
pectful to you. The gratuitous instructor of their 
children goes to them with claims which are peculiar ; 
and if a disposition to do them good is manifest, both 
parents and children will look up to you as a friend 
and benefactor: your admonitions will be regarded, 
your advice, whether relating to temporal or spiritual 
things, will be followed. In addition to interesting 
parents as your fellow-labourers in the work of train- 
ing up children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. you will do much good to the parents them- 
selves, by pointing out to them their duty—remind- 
ing them of their obligations to train up their chil- 
dren for God, to observe the sabbath according to his 
appointment, to worship him in the closet, in the fa- 
mily, and in the sanctuary; to read and obey the Bi- 
ble, to attend to the concerns of their immortal souls. 
Tracts suitable to their character and condition may 
be given, either directly or throvigh the medium of 
the children; Bibles, of which many families are des- 
titute, may be distributed; those who neglect public 
worship may be influenced to attend. In visiting, it 
is peculiarly important that you exhibit christian 
meekness—that vou convince them that you do not 
regard them as inferior to yourself—that you mani- 
fest a spirit of piety, that you conduct in all respects 
tn such a manner as to show them that your object is 
to do them good, and that there is something in the re- 
ligion of Jesus more than a name. In this way, with- 
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out disregarding the injunction “ not to let your left 
hand know what your right hand doeth,” you may 
‘so let your light shine, that they may behold your 
rood works, and glorify our Father who is in heaven.” 
The committee are satisfied that the prosperity of the 
schools greatly depends upon the prompt and faithful 
execution of these measures. The schools must be 
kept alive and in a flourishing state in the same man- 
ner in which they were first collected. They were 
collected by visiting, and if this were to be entirely 
omitted, we are confident that they would soon be- 
come extinct. If you would counteract the influence 
of bad example, if you wpuld see your school-rooms 
filled with attentive and ‘affectionate scholars, and fi- 
nally, if you would see multitudes coming’ to the great 
supper of the Lamb, you must “ go out into the 
streets and lanes, into the highways and hedges, and 
compel them to come in.” 

The weekly meetings, after they are once esta- 
blished, will soon become interesting. No small part 
of the interest will be excited and kept alive by the 
facts which will be obtained and communicated, by 
the presence of the children and. their parents, and 
others, who may be invited to attend when circum- 
stances permit. It is hardly necessary to observe 
that when the children attend, the reports of the 
teachers should be made either before the religious 
exercises commence, or after they close. If teach- 
ers are faithful in visiting, and punctual in giving in 
their reports, such an interest will be excited at our 
monthly meetings that we shall all consider it a privi- 
lege to attend. 

In addition to the good you may do your scholars 
and their parents, you may become acquainted with 
the moral and religious state of the people: may ob- 
tain facts, which, if made known to Christians, must 
arouse them from their stupidity, and excite them to 
supply with the means of grace the thousands who are 
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perishing in the midst of us. We trust you will en- 
gage in this work, with a proper sense of your de- 
pendance on God, and go to visit your children and 
their parents from your closets. 

While you are outwardly following the example of 
that Saviour who went about doing good, see that you 
are influenced by the same spint; that you have a 
single eye to the glory of God. 

In behalf of the Committee, 
H. AVERILL, Chairman. 


a 


ENGLISH HARBOUR SUNDAY SCHOOLS IN ANTIGUA. 
[Continued from page 144 } 

There are some orphans in the school, who live 
with their relations; and, being free black and co- 
loured people, they are not allowed any parochial re- 
lief. These relations are wholly dependent upon 
their own exertions, which, after all, often prove in- 
sufficient for their own support in health: but when 
sickness occurs, with its attendant increase of expen- 
ces and incapacity for labour, some of them are re- 
duced to the greatest possible distress. Unless these 
people have a strong principle of faith in God, it can- 
not therefore be expected that they should resist the 
temptations which surround them, to dispose of those 
orphans, according to the prevailing custom of the 
country, as concubines to men who are able to pro- 
vide them with food and raiment, and to put it in their 
power to relieve their distressed relations. 

Some of the girls are frequently absent from 
the schools two or three months together for want 
of clothes: to obviate which evil, in some de- 
gree, the committee for regulating the affairs of the 
schools has twice voted a few dollars to purchase 
plain coarse clothes for a few of the most distressed ; 
but unless the fund isincreased, this can anly be done 
ina very limited way. A few persons, young women 
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ef colour in St. John’s, have shown great kindness to 
the poor children, in sending them old bonnets and 
half-worn dresses, and occasionally subscribing small 
sums to purchase coarse clothes for them. 

It will not be irrelevant to this subject to mention 
here a pleasing circumstance, illustrative of the 
benefit arising from well-timed liberality. In the 
year 1811, an orphan girl belonging to the school was 
mnissing several Sundays. On inquiry, it was found 
she had no shoes, nor, in fact, any clothing fit to 
wear. She had been accustomed to shoes as soon as 
she was able to walk; but had lost the friends who 
supplied her wants, and was now dependent on the 
bounty ofa female relation, who had just entered into 
high keeping, and whose situation was calculated to 
hold out a specious bait to the young and unwary.— 
This girl had two dollars given to her from the poor’s 
fund to buy a pair of shoes ; and requested her aunt to 
sell her ear-rings, that she might purchase a frock, 
and be enabled to attend the school. This was ac- 
cordingly done; and none who are unacquainted 
with West Indian manners can conceive how great 
asacrifice a pair ofear-rings is to a young female of 
her description. She has never since been absent from 
the school, unless detained by sickness, and is now 
become 2 respectable teacher in the same school. 

Other anecdotes might be related, to show that 
there is a loud call at present upon christians to deny 
themselves superfluities, and, as they have received of 
God, to help the distressed. 

Sunday, October ist. being the Sixth Anniversary 
of the English Harbour Sunday Schools, was celebrat- 
ed as a day of thanksgiving. Notice of the design 
having been given by the superintendents, more than 
200 children and young persons assembled, between 
two and three o'clock in the afternoon, attended by 
their teachers. As president of the institution, Mr. 
Dawes addressed the children in an affectionate 
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maaner; and particularly called their attention to 
the great blessing vouchsafed them in the establish- 
ment of a Sunday School in a neighbourhood where 
vice and ignorance had so long and so mightily pre- 
vailed. He commended several young women who 
were among the first objects which it embraced ; and 
who, baving derived benefit from it themselves, were 
desirous of imparting it to others, and with this view 
had become teachers in the school. He expressed a 
hope that their example would stimulate others— 
pointed out those things which he thought likely to 
be injurious to them, and to defeat the good effect of 
the exertions made in their hchalf—strongly recom- 
mended reading the Scriptures, with prayer, obedience 
io parents, and to all the precepts inculcated in the 
Bible, with the practice of industry, frugality, and 
chastity. The address was followed by a hymn; af- 
ter which tickets were distributed. Four field ne- 
groes received the highest tokens of approbation ; and 
several children under six years of age were reward- 
ed with inferior tickets. A little girl just turned of six 
received one of the firstclass. She isa very interest- 
ing child, reads prettily in the Bible, and was so 
anxious to have one of her own, that she eagerly 
brought tothe superintendent, for the purpose of pur- 
chasing one, various small sums obtained from her 
friends at different times. A Bible association is 
formed in the school; and the collection, in one 
month, amounted to 28s. The number of tickets 
distributed among the girls on this occasion exceed- 
edsixty: the boys had only seventeen among them ; 
they having for some time declined greatly in attend- 
ance; though, latterly, they had become more regu- 
lar. The 100th Psalm was sung after the distribu- 
tionof the tickets, and the meeting closed with prayer. 
A plain cake and an orange were given to each child 
at going away; and, excepting tbe disappointment 
experienced by some ee not received tickets, 
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great and general satisfaction seemed to be inspired 
by this observance of the day. 

On the day after the Anniversary, a girl about 
ten years of age, who is the illegitimate daughter 
of an officer in the Army by a very depraved woman, 
came to Mrs. Thwaites, earnestly entreating to be 
permitted to live with her. ‘Her grandmother, 
mother, and two sisters, are sunk into the lowest 
depths of disease, poverty, and wretchedness ; though 
two of them are under twenty years of age. She had 
not even decent clothes to attend the school in. She 
was so urgent with her mother to give her up, that 
the unhappy woman came to Mrs. Thwaites, and pro- 
fessed her willingness to do so. 

Another girl, much about the same age, is both 
fatherless and motherless; and lives with an aunt, 
who is experiencing in her own person such wretched 
effects of a life of prostitution, that she ts desirous of 
having her niece brought up in habits of chastity and 
industry ; and, for this purpose, wished to board her 
with one of the teachers in the Sunday School. As 
the poor woman, however, had not the means of 
paying for the giri’s board, or even schooling, and the 
teacher herself is in indigent cire umstances, the girl 
must be abandoned to the miseries which surround 
her, if she be not rescued by means of the institution. 

These two instances are selected out of many 
others, as most recent and striking. 

From a communication just received from Mr. 
Dawes, the committee have learnt that the schools 
continue to prosper. The males amountto about a 100 
the females to 165, although twenty-one of these have 
left the school with credit within the last six months, 
several of whom are at service in respectable and 
creditable families. Three have been rescued from 
situations of great moral danger, at their own and 
their friends’ earnest entreaty ; and are placed 
with young women of good character, where they are 
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learning to get acreditable subsistence by the needle. 
These three are now under the protection of a Female 
Society, lately formed, called the “ Female Refuge.” 

A paper, descriving the nature and purposes of 
that society, was to be sent to every family in the 
island which has female inmates ; for no male sub 
scriber is to be admitted. 

A similar institution was formed in St.. John’s, on 
the 25th September last. The proposal originated , 
with a few pious young women of colour; and was $0; 
favourably received by other respectable womert of + 
the same class, that thirty-two were present at the 
formation, and subscribed liberally. The number 
has since increased considerably; and the society 
promises to be the iustrument of much good. It is 
called ‘* The Distressed Females’ Friend.” 

Mr. Dawes having recommended the appointment 
of Mr. James Bates, as assistant-catechist and school- 
master, his recommendation has been adopted. This 
worthy man has been long a zealous promoter of the 
schools, and of every plan which tended to advance 
the glory of God. His pity was awakened by the 
many poor black and coloured children of his neigh- 
bourhood, who could not procure even a rag to cover 
their nakedness, and who consequently could not be 
admitted into the school, though some of them were 
extremely anxious to learn; it was some time since 
discovered that he had been in the habit of quietly 
and privately getting into his house a few of these 
children at a time, and teaching them to read.— 
Having been discharged, in consequence of the re- 
duction of the establishments, from his office as one of 
the store-porters in the Dock Yard, be was about to 
quit the neighbourhood, but will now be retained in 
the service of the society. 

Beside the Sunday School which Mr. Dawes found 
established before his arrival at English Harbour, he 
has opened an early school, at six o’clock on Sunday 
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morning, for the religious instruction of men and 
youths—a Monday evening school, for catechising 
men and youths; and for teaching reading, writing, 
and arithmetic—and a Thursday eveniag school, for 
men only, in which they are catechised and taught to 
read. Mrs. Dawes has also opened a Thursday even- 
img school, for the instruction of females. 


— >_> 


SUNDAY SCHOOL FACTS AND ANECDOTES. 


On the 10th October, 1813, William H. aged thirteen 
years, was admitted a scholar into one of the Bristol 
Methodist Sunday Schools. For some time after he at- 
tended with tolerabie regularity ; but getting indifferent 
in his attendance, and his conduct when present being 
very unbecoming, the superintendent was obliged, in 
May, 1814, to dismiss him. About eight months after, 
William, it appeared, felt compunction for his past con- 
duct, anda desire to be re-admitted into the school; he 
came, and found an open door. The superintendent, after 
hearing his confessions, and giving him such advice as 
the case required, again received him into the school.— 
However, William soon forgot his promises, and through 
the contagion of bad company, by which he was sur- 
rounded during the week, he fell again into his former 
bad habits, and neglect of his school. The fair hopes 
which the teachers had formed of him were thus com- 
pletely blasted, and in March following, William’s name 
was once more erased from the register and class paper 
by the superintendent, with feelings of peculiar sorrow, 
which was participated by the teachers then present.— 
From this time William H. was given up as irreclaima- 
ble, and he was never more expected to be seen under 
our roof. But the Lord, who it appears has been 

‘iving with this lad, (althoug h he had repeatedly stifled 
the conviction of the Holy Spirit) at length conquered 
him by his Almighty -~xce. William was again con- 
cerned for his eter /elfare, he was now Drought to 
submit to the. vhrist. To the school he again 
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applied, as a humble prodigal for admittance ; and was 
(but not without considerable hesitation) the third time 
received into the school. Poor William is now settled ; 
his feet no longer rove abroad. He has been for several 
months walking in the fear of God, and in the comforts 
of real religion. At the school he is now a steady orna- 
ment in the class of merit, and is occasionally employed 
in teaching the lower classes. The feelings of the super- 
jntendent, who has had the happiness of introducing 
William as a member among the people of God, is better 
anticipated than expressed. How necessary are pa- 
tience and iong-suffering in a Sunday School ! 
—<— oa J.S. B. 


About two years ago, we admitted two little boys 
into our Sunday School, who were the sons of very poor 
people residing in the immediate neighbourhood of my 
residence, they were of very low habits, and fre- 
queatly disturbed the neighboursavith the most violent 
altercations between themselves; indeed th eir conduct 
was such as to give us little hope that ihe children would 
benefit by attending the school, while they had so bad 
an example at home ; but, man sees not as God sees, 
and here, where to all human foresight there was the 
least reason to hope for success, God has been pleased to 
manifest the power of that grace, by which he is able to 
subdue all things to himself. The boys, who were indeed 
very inteHigent children, quickly carried home those 
lessons they had learned at school, by which and the 
books with which they were furnished, they became 
teachers of the things of God, to those parents who had 
formerly instructed them in iniquity, The hand of 
God, under the appearance of a rapid decline, of only 
*1X OF eight months continuance, has removed the mother, 
who during her illness was visited by Mr- L——., and 
severa! pious persons of his congregation. I am happy 
to state, that she has left no doubt of her having found 
pardon and sanctification in the fountain of that most 
Precious b!ood which is open for all sin and ancleanness, 
and we believe that she is now engaged is singing Hal- 
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lelujahs to:the Lamb. Since her death, her husband, 
together with their eldest son, about 19 or 20, who was 
formerly a very dissolute and immoral character, con- 
stantly attend divine service, and by other tokens give 
us reason to hope, that the merciful visitation which has 
reached their family, has had the happiest effect in 
turning them from the power of sin, of Satan, and of 
death, to the glorious liberty of the children of God.— 
These Sir, are proofs of the excellency of Sunday 
Schools, which must give heartfelt pleasure to every 
well-wisher to Zion. C. R. 
—~ 59 +o— 


One man at Rangworthy, in Glocestershire, who was 
a very bad man, (lame and I think on crutches) has 
lately become serious; compassionating the destitute 
state of the children in his village, he collected a num- 
ber of them on the Sabbath, and taught them all he 
could, the alphabet, and A. B.—ab, which was the 
sum of his teaching ; talked to them on the interests 
of their souls, and then filled up the time with prayer; 
in this state he was found; his benevolent endeavours 
encouraged, and a better instructor provided: how 
much may be done even by the ignorant who have a 
heart alive to the value of souls ! 

A cripple crawled on his hands and feet near a mile 
to Iron Acton Adult school, praying to be admitted 
tolearn toread; he was so; continued thus to come, 
and is now become able to teach his poor mother, 
and | think grandmother. 

A child at Bath, from the Sunday School, has, to 
learn tracts, having a thirst for knowledge, taught her 
mother at forty, and grandmother at eighty ! 

A drunken shoemaker, near Bath, has been brought 
to read in the Adult School, he became reformed in 
his morals; and in the judgment of charity, aconvert- 
ed character. Oh Sir, said he, had this taken place 
ten years ago, what a man should I have been! He 
has spent great part of his evenings in the public- 
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pense, and about £100 which had been left to his wile! 
Aud © this his earnings, had he been employed Saint 
Monday, part of Tuesday, and sometimes W ednesday 
also. Whataman might he have been in temporals ! 
But if we look at ten years growth in grace, what a 
man might he have been! What a comfort and ex- 
ample to his family, tohis neighbours, to his compa- 
nions, might he have been! truly he is a brand pluck- 
ed from the burning. 
—~<-— 
LETTER OF A CHIMNEY SWEEPER TO THE SUPERIN- 
TENDENT OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL. 


Sir—Presuming that any information concerning 
the result of Sunday School labour and their good 
effects would gratify the minds of all that feel them- 
selves interested in so good a work; I have taken the 
liberty of sending to you a short account of personal 
blessings derived by myself from the aforementioned 
institution; and while I am writing, I cannot help 
feeling grateful to Almighty God, that ever I set my 
foot in your Sunday School, and grateful to you for 
the good advice you gave to me, and all in the school. 
The way in which it pleased God to bless me by the 
means of your Sunday School, I shall endeavour to 
relate. 

In the latter part of the year 1811, I was informed 
by a boy, that I was very intimate with, that there 
was a Sunday School in Parsonage Lane, and living 
not far from the place, I was persuaded to go to this 
school, but, I thought, 1 can both read and write, and 
what good would it do me to go to Sunday School, and 
thought it was time to have done going to school ; but, 
being told by my mother that it would keep my hand 
into writing, that I may not forget it; and by that 
idea I came to school, and in the space of a few weeks 
! improved in my reading and writing also; my im- 
provement being observed, I was thought capable of 
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teaching others in the school; but my mind being 
impressed with the exhortations you gave in the school 
from time to time about our souls, and of death, of 
hell and heaven, I began to think about these things 
and be serious, and by going to chapel with the chil- 
dren, I became attentive to what was said, and heard 
my sinful state so clearly explained, that my mind 
became convinced that my state was very dangerous, 
and when I was not at chapel, the exhortation at 
school had its desired effect on my mind, so that I saw 
myself a sinful creature, and both at school and at 
chapel I sought the Lord by prayer to have mercy 
on me. 

A great change in me being evident to my relations, 
no small concern was manifested to know what was 
the cause of so strange an alteration in me. | told my § 
mother of what I heard in the school, and in the chapel 
likewise, which affected her also; but after a little 
while, she told me there was no need of such ado 
about religion, a little religion was very well, but 
much religion would make me beside myself. But, 
taking to read the Bible at every opportunity and to 
attend the means of grace, I reasoned with my mother, 
and convinced her that what I said was true, which 
induced her to hear preaching. and being m@re con- 
vinced of the truth she wondered why so few people 
knew any thing about it, and she expressed her grati- 
tude that ever I went to school. I still sought the 
Lord for a clear sense of his forgiving love, and he 
gave me the desire of my heart which then made me 
to rejoice and not to mourn, and my mother soucht 
the same blessing from God, and at Jength she gained 
it; and I believe that my mother and I are both wit- 
nesses of Jesus’s power to save. 

From the time of my first being teacher I have en- 
deavoured to attend, as often as I well could. to be 
useful in teaching the ignorant: but if I, at amy time, 
seemed indifferent about the school, mv mother re- 
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minded me that all my happiness was by means of that 
school, and that it was the best day we eversaw when 
I went to school first. 

I still find that the way of religion is pleasantness, 
and all its pathsare peace. And as the Lord has pro- 
ynised that in due season we shall reap, if we faint not ; 
] hope, in the strength of the Lord, I shall not grow 
weary in well doing; for what is sown in weakness, 
the Lord can raise in power. And that the Lord 
may be pleased to bless more abundantly your labours, 
and the labours of all the like institutions, is the wish 
of your very grateful and humble servant. a ie 
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OBITUARY 

OF A SUNDAY SCHOOL GIRL, 13 YEARS OF AGE. 

While religion crowns the hoary head with dig- 
nity it adds to the bloom of youth a thousand charms. 
To the young and tender of his flock the great Shep- 
herd has always manifested a peculiar regard. While 
in the day of his power he goes after his wandering 
sheep and brings them to his fold; he gathers the 
lambs with his arms and carries them in his bosom. 
The animating instance of his mercy which we have 
now to record, shows that in his love to sinners he is 
the same yesterday, to day, and for ever. 

Mary Price was born near Billericay, Essex, and 
when about seven years of age, admitted into the 
Sunday School belonging to the dissenting meeting 
house. Her conduct was'such as never required reproof, 
but deserved commendation both for her attention to 
learning and good behaviour in general. When asked 
why she found so much pleasure in her lessons, she 
answered, ‘* because there is something in them which 
is spiritual.” Her lessons were long. but the length 
generally determined by herself, and the selection of 
the portions of scripture and hymns frequertly left to 
her, so that the teacher mi ght form a better idea ofher 
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knowledge and feelings upon religious subjects; and 
on such occasions her choice was pleasing. It ap- 
pears that the Lord was pleased to bless the conversa- 
tion of her teacher while at school, in producing serious 
convictions in her mind, from the following expres- 
sion which she used. ‘‘ When coming from school I 
often recollected what my teacher said to me, and 
then in the fields by myself, I cried and wished I hated 
sin and was a better girl, for I was ashamed to weep 
at school lest the other girls should laugh at me.” 

From the time of her leaving the school till May 
1812, (a space of about two months) when the symp- 
toms of consumption first appeared, her convictions 
seemed to have been much stifled, but not lost. She 
was from the commencement of her illness generally 
visited by the Teachers of the School with great plea- 
sure, and as the simplicity of her expressions renders 
them more striking and may be (we hope) especially 
profitable to other children, we have given most of 
them verbatim. On one occasion the poor girl pro- 
fessed a wish to live, but said, ‘‘ I am not afraid of 
death.”” Why Mary are you not afraid of death? it 
was-asked ; “‘ I hope my sins are pardoned through the 
blood of Jesus, and if so I need not fear death.” It 
was remarked that many persons had found it good to 
be afflicted, to which she replied, “‘ I hope I have too, 
for the Lord afflicts for good.’’ Her conversation in- 
dicated that she was sensible of her lost and misera- 
ble condition by nature, and of the fullness and free- 
ness of salvation by Jesus Christ. 

After some months she revived and remained toler- 
ably well till the ensuing spring, during which interval 
her conduct was irreproachable, and her love for the 
Bible and _ private devotion increasingly great. 
When her disorder returned with more violence, on 
being asked respecting the state of her mind, she said 
through mercy she was comfortable, she knew it 
would be sinful to wish one way or the other, and 
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hoped she should be resigned to the willofGod. She 
knew he could bless the means and raise her up again, 
and if it were to promote his glory she hoped he would 
do it, but her desire was to depart and be with Christ, 
which is far better. On being asked whether pover- 
ty, sickness or sinfulness made her wish to leave this 
world ? she replied with ardour, ‘* Oh! sinfulness, that 
is the worst; this isa sinful world, but where Jesus is 
there is no sin; there I shall see him as he is, and 
know him as he is known.” When conversing re- 
specting the employments and pleasures of the gay 
world, she said, ‘*‘ but I have my Bible and that is my 
greatest treasure.’’ It being inquired whether her 
mind was in a comfortable frame, she answered, 
‘«‘ very comfortable, very happy; Jesus is precious in- 
deed.”’ At timesin consequence of difficulty in breath- 
ing, she could scarcely utter a word. At one visit a 
friend found her so ill that it appeared as if every mo- 
ment would be her last, yet she looked up and said 
with a'smile on her countenance that spoke the serenity 
of her soul, ‘‘ my heart is full of God’s love, but my 
tongue so weak that I cannot express it. My time is 
very short here, I shall soon be with Jesus in glory.”’ 

She often conversed with pleasure about those chil- 
‘dren who had died, leaving good evidences of their 
early piety, and at one time when speaking of them 
she said. 

“« They die in Jesus and are bless’d, 
“ How sweet their slumbers are ! 

“ From sufferings and from sins releas’d 
** And freed from ev’ry snare ” 

At other times she would speak of the comfort she 
found in reading books given to her as rewards when at 
the Sunday School, such as Janeway’s token, &c. Her 
patience and cheerfulness were remarkable, and the 
sweet smile with which she would tell hex friends that 
she grew weaker and weaker produced a pensive yet 
pleasing emotion. Her mind seemed entirely ab- 
sorbed in spiritual subjects, -and- when speaking of 
death there appeared such a placid calmness on her 
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countenance, as nothing but a sense of her interest in 
Christ could impart. 

From this time she wasseldom able to do more than 
simply answer questions. It being said by a friend, 
you are much weaker now than when I was here last, 
she replied, ‘‘ yes, but a great deal nearer home.”’ 
And is your mind as comfortable as it was ? “‘ yes, more 
and more so! think.”” Your hope still resting on the 
same rock of ages? ‘ O yes, there is noother.” And 
what subject gives you most pleasure to think upon 
now ? ‘* The glorious place I am going to,”’ she said, 
with her countenance more than usually animated, 
and the tears of pleasure glistening inhereyes. ‘ Your 
pains are great, but do you findjyourself supplied with 
patience from above ?” she said, “‘ [hope I do, but we 
have a sinful nature.” In answer to one who said 
your body is decaying and will soon be laid in the 
grave, do you find joy and peace in spirit? she said, 
** yes,” and then repeated the following lines: 


‘*Then while ye hear my heart-strings break, 
“ How sweet the minutes roll : 

** A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
“ And glory in my soul.’’ 

It was observed the kindness of her friends could 
do but little towards making her happy, now, without 
the love of God in her heart. ‘ Oh no, nothing in- 
deed. My time is very short now, and I long till my 
end comes, but I hope I shall have patience granted 
me until it is the Lord’s will to take me to himself, for 
his will be done and not mine. Ido not wish to go 
till he sees it right. Oh that blessed Saviour! what 
should [ do without him now! My agony is indeed 
very great, but I hope to bear it with patience, it is 
nothing to what my sins deserve. People say poor 
thing, we wonder how she can bearit; but it is the 
Lord that enables me to bearit.””> Withhis smiles you 
want nothing, itwas said. ‘‘ No, nothing at all, they 
that know what Christ is wish not to stay here away 
from him.”’ 





A few days before she died, for about a quarter oi 
an hour she appeared as if life were quite suspended. 
After reviving, she said I thought I was gone, I think 
this will be my last day on earth: I have had such a 
glimpse of that blessed place as I cannot find words to 
express. Blessed Jesus! what should I do without 
such a Saviour! Every day was now attended with a 
visible change, and it was evident that she could not 
continue long. She repeatedly expressed great anxie- 
ty for the good of her Sunday School companions, and 
wished she could talk tothem, but was too weak. On 
being asked is there any thing you wish to be said to 
them? “ Tell them,” said she, ‘“‘ how soon they may 
be in my situation, and how necessary it is for then to 
prepare for it, and tell them that Jesus Christ has said, 
‘‘ Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid 
them not, for of such is the kingdom of heaven,’ and 
none will ever come and be cast out. May they find 
the same blessing in attending the school that 1 have 
done.” Sometimes the phlegm arose’to so great a de- 
gree in her throat as to excite apprehensions in her 
friends that it would choak her. On being asked af- 
ter her revival on one of these occasions how she felt 
at that time, she answered, ‘‘ very comfortable and 
happy, resigned to the will of my heavenly Father; 
when he thinks proper I am ready todepart.”’ 

A day or two before she quitted this life, when in the 
most acute pain and panting for breath, she was heard 
to whisper faintly, ‘“‘ come, come, Lord Jesus come 
quickly.” On the day of her dissolution, when asked 
whether she wanted any thing, she replied, ‘‘ nothing, 
nothing but Jesus.” A little time after she said, ‘‘ ny 
pains are now very great, Oh pray for me, I cannot now 
pray for myself; pray that Jesus would come and take 
me into his arms, but I hope I shall have patience, it 
cannot now be long.” She continued in a sweet 
composure till six in the evening, when her soul left 
its earthly tabernacle, triumphing in the redemption 
purchased by Christ, August 24th, 1813. 
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Mr. Epiror, 
Sir, 

You will oblige a friend, by inserting in the Sunday 
School Repository the following Extracts from ‘ the 
Sunday School Teacher’s Guide.”? We are constrain- 
ed to believe, that some who are engaged in teaching 
have not read it, or at least not read it with very great 
attention. It is in the third chapter, entitled ‘‘ Di- 
rections, as to the manner in which a Teacher should 
discharge the duties of his office.” 


6. Punctuality in a teacher is vitally connected with 
the prosperity of the school. 

When one considers the importance of the object in 
which you are engaged, and add to this the little time 
at most, you can command for seeking it, one might 
have presumed that it would be quite unnecessary to 
caution you against making that little less. And yet 
it is painful to be obliged to assert, that there is scarce- 
ly one evil, under which the whole system more severe 
ly suffers, than a want of punctuality in the teachers. 
it is an evil which eats into the very core of the institu- 
tion. Precisely in the degree to which it exists, the 
order of the school must be interrupted, the solemnity 
of instruction disturbed, and the whole machine be im- 
peded. Nor will the mischief stop here. The chil- 
dren perceiving that it is useless to be there before their 
teachers, and imitating their irregularity, will sink in- 
to the same habits of inattention and neglect. Late 

masters, must make late scholars. Tis useless for you 
to admonish your class to be early, if by example you 
instruct them to be late. 

There are several causes which lead to the evil of 
which I now complain. 

—A thoughtless disregard to the importance of punctu- 
ality in general, is observable in some persons. They are 
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always, and in every thing behind. If they have an 
engagement to perform, they never think of preparing 
jor it till the time of commencement is past. On the 
sabbath they do not set off to public worship, till the 
clock reminds them they ought at that moment to be in 
their pew. ‘* A few minutes, they lazily exclaim, can 
make no great difference.” A few minutes make no 
difference!!! If every one, and in every thing, were to 
act upon this principle, but for one day, the world would 
be achaos. This procrastinating temper is a bane un- 
der the influence of which, the interests of society are 
suffering in a thousand ways; and that man would de- 
serve the thanks of his species, who could furnish the 
most effectual antidote against it. There ws a ivme for 
every thing ; and let every thing be done iniis lime. In 
common language we speak of fetching up lost time, 
but in strict propriety, this is impossible. A moment 
lost, can never be recovered. 

—Lale rising on the sabbath morning is a great obsta- 
cle in the way of punctuality. Perhaps | shall be 
thought uncharitable in expressing my apprehensions, 
that by many professing christians, the season of slum- 
ber is protracted to an unusual length on the morning 
of the sabbath; and that day which was mercifully in- 
tended as a season of rest, is sinfully converted into a 
period of indolence. Considering how closely the world 
and its concerns follow us on other days, one might 
imagine, that we should feel disposed to make the sab- 
bath as long as possible. It is the last day we ought 
to shorten, And were our souls in a state of bigh spiritu- 
al prosperity, we should, like the lark, be soaring to- 
wards heaven upon the wings of the morning, while the 
greater part of the world below us was still wrapt in 
silence and in sleep, and, like the nightingale, continue 
{o pour forth our songs in the night, when the multitude 
around us, to relieve the tedium of the sacred day, had 
prematurely sunk to their rest. But consider, your 
sloth defrauds not only your owa soul, but also the souls 
of your children at the school. The dreams of such 
forbidden slumber to be characteristic, should present 
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you with a shepherd depriving his lambs of their food: 
Rising late, you are often driven to the school without 
prayer, and without preparation, and even then are 
often long behind the time. Every beam of the morn- 
ing, as it gently touches the lids of your eyes, seem to 
address you in the language of Christ to his slumbering 
disciples, “‘ Why sleep ye? Rise and pray.” Or if 
this be too gentle a voice to rouse you from your slum- 
bers, let harsher tones disturb your, “* What meanest 
thou, O sleeper, arise, cal] upon thy God.” 

—Another cause of late attendance, is too much time 
employed at the dinner table. Are there Christians who 
devote the sabbath to more than ordinary gratification 
of the palate, and who, in order to provide for their 
pleasure, employ their servants, or themselves during 
the most precious portion of the day, in preparing for 
the table! Alas! to the shame of many, who make 
Jarge professions, this question must be answered in the 
affirmative. In some cases it is beyond a teacher's 
control, to alter the arrangements of a family, but it is 
within every one’s ability to content himself with any 
thing the house affords, rather than be late at school, by 
waiting for the joint, that is smoking at the fire. Do 
I ask a costly sacrifice for the interests of the children? 
What! a warm dinner on Sundays too much to give 
up for those souls, for which the Saviour gave his blood ? 
This too much to relinquish, in order that you may hast- 
en with the bread of life to those who are perishing for 
lack of it? Can you grudge this gratification when it 
is to enlarge your opportunity of endeavouring to save 
those souls, which if finally lost, shall never have the 
temporary mitigation of their torments, which even a 
drop of water affords to a burning tongue ! 

Let me then enjoin with peculiar earnestness, a strict 
regard to punctuality. That you may feel more strong- 
ly the obligations to this, I again intreat you to recol- 
ject how short a space of time, even at most, the chil- 
dren can enjoy your instructions. A few hours on the 
sabbath, with respect to most of them, are al] the time, 
during which through the whole week, they hear or see 
any thing like religion. Make not the little, less. 
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Extract of a letter to the Editor of the Chrishan 
Herald, dated Bristol (England) 20th May, (817. 
The Rev. T. T. Biddulph, the venerable and ex- 

cellent minister of st. James’ church, (Bristol) lately 

mentioned from the pulpit, that a boy some years 
since behaved so ill in the St. James’ suNDAY SCHOOL, 
hat neither kindness nor severity appeared to have 
anv effect upon him. After having him before the 
ommittee repeatedly, they were very reluctantly 
obliged to expel him. For several years they heard 
nothing ofhim, and had almost forgotten the circum- 
stance. Lately, as an evangelical clergyman (who 
was then a teacher in the school) was sitting in his 
study, in a distant country village, a Saiior knocked at 
the door. On being admitted, he said to the clergy- 
man, “I suppose you have forgotten me, sir.”’—~ 

“ Yes,” said the Rev. Henry Poole, “1 have, if I 

ever knew you.” ** Do you remember a wicked boy 

named James Saunders ?”—** Oh yes,” said he, * f 

have cause to remember lum ; he gave me uncommon 

trouble and anxiety. What do you know of him?” 

‘‘ Tam thelad!” ‘* Youare grown so, and so altered, 

I could not have believed it. Well, James what ac- 

count can you give of yourself;’”” ‘‘ A very sorry 

one, Sir;—When I was expelled the School, I left 
the city, and wandered I scarcely knew or cared 
where. At length I found myself at the sea side.—~ 

Weary of living by lying and stealing, and weary of 

myself, | got on ship-board; and after sailing in vari- 

’ ous parts of the world, 1 was sbip-wrecked in a hur- 

ricane im the Bay of Honduras. After swimming 

7 till my strength failed me, | gave myself up as lost.— 

: In the middle of a dark night I came to my senses, 

’ and found myseif on a rock half covered with water. 

I looked aroundand cried out for my shipmates, and 

tound that two of them were circumstanced like myself, 

every moment expecting a watery grave. For the 
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first time since I left the school, you, Sir, darted inte 
my mind. I thought of your great kindness—my base 
ingratitude—and some of the sacred truths you took 
so much pains to fix in my memory, particularly that 
passage in Numb. xxiii. 9. “* Fr om the top of the ROCKS 
J seeumm.” Inmyextremity I looked to the Saviour, 
of whom I had heard so much, but whom I had so long 
slighted and despised. 1 knelt down up to my waist 
im water, and cried mightily that ‘ That God would be 
the Rock of my heart and my portion for ever.’ 1 found 
your words true, ‘ That praying breath was never 
spent i in'vain.’ On the day breaking, we discovered some 
pieces of wreck, on which we ultimately succeeded in 
reaching the shore. Then many precious truths you 
had taught me from the sBispie came fresh to my 
memory ; though I had almost forgotten, during my 
career of iniquity, even that there was such a book, 
I thought, Sir, you would be glad to find that all your 
care and anxiety on my behalf was not lost: I there- 
fore walked from my ship all this way to thank you in 
the best manner I can for your former kindnesses to 
me.”” Knowing the cunning and adroitness of the 
Jad, Mr. Poole was half inclined to discredit him. He 
inquired the name of his then captain; to whom he 
wrote, and ascertained, that since this young man had 
sailed with him, his conduct had been so correct and™ 
exemplary, that whenever he knew James Saunders 
was on deck, he made himfelf perfectly easy. know- 
ing that the duties of the ship would be faithfully at- 
tended to. Many months afterwards Mr. Poole receiv- 
eda letter from the captain, saying that poor James 
Saunders, in a distant part of the world, was seized 
with a fever;—-that during its progress he sent for 
the sailors, read to them while able out of the BrBrr, 
exhorted them to cleave to the Rock of Ages that 
never moves, to take example by him, though one of 
the vilest of sinners, who had found mercy, and grace 
to help in every tune of need: and commending them 
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all toyEHovAN sesus, he fell asleep in nr, without a 







struggle, amonument of saving grace and redeeming 
k love. , 
t The new school rooms which accommodated from 


8 five to six hundred children, bemg in debt to the 
', amount of a few hundred pounds, several gentlemen 
€ Me of the committee, and other friends to the institution, 
t $j,ad loaned the money wanted, in sums to suit their 
: -onvenience, and had received obligations for their 
repective loans, bearing interest. The next day after 
narrating the above incident, Mr. Biddulph received 
from a member of his congregation a letter, inclosing 
one of these obligations for fif/ty-pounds, requesting 
Mr. B. to burn the same; as the the above anecdote 
had amply repaid both the principal and interest of it. 
Another of the congregation who held three similar 
ty pound bills, sent them, with a like request: and 
when it is generally known, it is expected other be- 
nevolent individuals will “* go and do likewise.”’-— 
Surely this is encouragement for every person con- 
nected with sUNDAY SCHOOLS to persevere amidst 
many discouragements. This case furnishes a signal 
instance of the prevalence of PRAYER, and of the utility 
of storing the youthful mind with portions of scripture, 
even though it should appear to be casting the pre- 
ious seed on stony ground. It may, in God’s own 
good time, bring forth abundantly to the praise of our 
adorable Immanuel ‘* God with us,’ to whom be all 
the glory. Sunday School Teacher! “ In the morn- 
ing sow thy seed; in the evening withhold not thine 
hand; for thou knowest not which shall prosper, this 
or that :—when thine head hangs down like a bulrush, 
and thou art ready to retire with trembling, disgust, 
por dismay, think of James Saunders: adopt the motto 
of the Israelites of old—** Faint, yet pursuing,” and 
GO FoRWARD,” leaning on your Beloved. 
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